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1. PAPUA NEW GUINEA'S CHIEF MINISTER, MICHAEL T. SOMARE, WHO 
WILL BECOME PRIME MINISTER ON SEPTEMBER 16 (INDEPENDENCE DAY), 
WILL ATTEND THE UN IN SECOND WEEK OF OCTOBER TO TAKE PAPUA 
NEW GUINEA’S SEAT IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. DATES NOT YET FIRM 
BUT WE WILL INFORM ASAP. HE HAS REQUESTED AN APPOINTMENT FOR 
A BILATERAL MEETING WITH THE SECRETARY. 

2. 1 STRONGLY URGE THAT AN APPOINTMENT BE ARRANGED. PAPUA 
NEW GUINEA IS EMBARKING ON A COURSE OF MODERATION IN FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS. IT IS SHOWING NO SIGNS OF ALIGNING ITSELF WITH THE 
RADICALS OF THE THIRD WORLD. THE POLITICS OF CONFRONTATION 
OBVIOUSLY HAVE NO APPEAL. IT IS IN THE INTERESTS OF THE 
USG TO ENCOURAGE PAPUA NEW GUINEA TO CONTINUE ITS PRESENT 
COURSE. A FRIENDLY US INTEREST AT HIGH LEVELS WOULD 
BE AN EFFECTIVE MEANS OF DOING SO. SOMARE WOULD BE 
PERSONALLY AND OFFICIALLY TREMENDOUSLY PLEASED IF THE 
SECRETARY, WHOSE NAME IS A LEGEND EVEN IN PORT MORESBY, 
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3. FURTHER, PNG HAS A GREAT POTENTIAL AS A SUPPLIER 
OF RAW MATERIALS. THERE IS CONSIDERABLE US INTEREST 
IN LARGE SCALE INVESTMENT IN COPPER, OIL, TIMBER AND 
FISHERIES. PNG ATTITUDES TOWARDS US INVESTMENT WOULD 
BE AFFECTED BY THE KIND OF US RECOGNITION SOMARE 
RECEIVES. 

4. SOMARE IS A STABILIZING AND UNIFYING FORCE IN 
DOMESTIC POLITICS. HE IS A MODERATE, DEMOCRATIC 
PROGRESSIVE FIGURE WHOSE INFLUENCE ON INTERNAL POLITICS 
IS ALL TO THE GOOD. HIS DOMESTIC PRESTIGE WOULD BE 
SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCED BY THE PROPOSED MEETING. 

5. SOMARE'S ONWARD SCHEDULE IS NOT YET FIRM, BUT HE 
HOPES TO GO FROM NEW YORK TO LONDON SO THAT HE CAN 
CALL ON QUEEN ELIZABETH. IF THAT EVENTUATES, HE PLANS 
TO RETURN TO THE US PRIOR TO COMING BACK TO PNG. HE 
WILL THEN GO TO WASHINGTON, AND WHILE THERE WOULD LIKE 
TO CALL ON PRESIDENT FORD. DEPARTMENT WILL BE INFORMED 
WHEN PLANS ARE FIRM. 
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